
Content of Genesis 12-50: The Fathers and Mothers 
 
1.  The Saga of Abraham & Sarah:  Genesis 12:1-23:20 
4/27 The Election of Abram  (12:1-4a) 
4/27 The Lord’s First Promise to Abram  (12:4b-9) 
4/27 The Ungainly Story of Abram & Sarai in Egypt  (12:10-20) 
 
5/4 The Lord’s Second Promise to Abram  (13:1-18) 
5/4 Abram and the Kings  (14:1-24) 
 
5/11 The Lord’s Third Promise to Abram  (15:1-21) 
5/11 The Rejected Mother and Son: Hagar & Ishmael  (16:1-16) 
 
5/18 Covenant, New Names, Promise of a Son  (17.1-18.15) 
5/18 The Rejection of Sodom and Gomorrah  (18.16-19.29) 
5/18 Incest Blots the Family Tree  (19:30-38) 
 
5/25 The Ungainly Story Twice-Told  (20:1-18) 
5/25 Isaac Comes, Ishmael Goes  (21:1-21) 
5/25 Abraham Makes Peace With His Neighbors  (21:22-34) 
 
6/1 No Class 
6/8 No Class 
 
6/15 Isaac Under the Knife  (22:1-24) 
6/15 Sarah’s Death and Burial at Hebron  (23:1-20) 
 
2.  The Saga of Isaac & Rebekah:  Genesis 24:1-28:9 
6/22 Romancing Rebekah at the Well  (24:1-67) 
6/22 The End of Abraham and the Destiny of Ishmael  (25:1-18) 
 
6/29 Sibling Rivalry Between the Twins, Esau and Jacob  (25:19-34) 
6/29 The Ungainly Story Thrice-Told, and Other Miscellanies  (26:1-35) 
6/29 Isaac’s Legacy  (27:1-40) 
6/29 Jacob’s Flight and Esau’s Marriage  (27:41-28:9) 
 
 



Beginning in July… 
3.  The Saga of Jacob & Rachel:  Genesis 28:10-36:43 
 
7/6 No Class 
 
7/13 Jacob Returns to the Source, via Bethel (28:10-22) 
7/13 Romancing Rachel at the Well  (29:1-30) 
 
7/20 Rachel & Leah, The Mothers of All Israel  (29:15-30:24) 
7/20 Rivalry Between Jacob and Laban  (30:25- 32:2) 
 
7/27 Preliminaries for Peace with Esau  (32:3-21) 
7/27 Jacob Wrestles With “A Man”  (32:22-32) 
7/27 Jacob and Esau are Reconciled  (33:1-20) 
 
8/3 Rape and Revenge at Shechem  (34:1-31) 
8/3 Rachel Dies, and an Era is Ended  (35:1-29) 
8/3 The Peoples Descended from Esau  (36:1-43) 
 
4.  The Story of Joseph & His Brothers:  Genesis 37:1-50:26 
Joseph Dreams of Glory and Pays For It  (37:1-36) 
A Digression: Judah and Tamar  (38:1-30) 
Joseph Turns Down Potiphar’s Wife and Pays for It  (39:1-23) 
Joseph Interprets Dreams and Gains By It  (40:1-41:57) 
Joseph Discloses Himself to His Brothers  (42:1-45:28) 
Jacob Moves to Egypt  (46:1-47:28) 
Jacob Prepares to Die  (47:29-48:22) 
Jacob’s Last Words and His Death  (49:1-28) 
The Happy Ending of the Joseph Story  (50:1-26) 
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